Abstract Berlin neurologist and neurohistologist Max Bielschowsky counts among the most innovative microanatomical researchers at the beginning of the twentieth century. Although being quite underrated in the history of neurology today, Bielschowsky contributed substantially to the understanding of neurohereditary pathologies, such as Alzheimer's disease, Parkinsonism, and Huntington's chorea, as well as the assessment of structural changes in several movement disorders. Working with other leading research neurologists, such as Oskar and Cecile Vogt or Korbinian Brodmann at the newly founded Kaiser Wilhelm Institute for Brain Research in Berlin-Buch, he also pioneered neurohistological work on de-and regeneration processes in the Central Nervous System along with new morphological definitions of ''nervous trauma.''
Max Bielschowsky (1869 Bielschowsky ( -1940 was born on 19 February, 1869 in Breslau (Silesia) as the son of Natalie Lion (1839-1918) and businessman Eduard Bielschowsky (1840 Bielschowsky ( -1910 . Max Bielschowsky was also a cousin of the ophthalmologist and strabismus researcher Alfred Bielschowsky (1871-1940)-who was himself the offspring of a notable family of academics in the nearby Silesian city of Namslau-after whom the head tilt test for superior oblique muscle palsy is named. Following Max Bielschowsky's MD graduation at the University of Munich in 1893, he pursued postgraduate training in Frankfurt am Main and Berlin [6] . While working with neuroanatomist Ludwig Edinger [10] .
Bielschowsky made major contributions to the understanding of common pathologies of the central nervous system, such as Alzheimer's disease, Parkinsonism, Huntington's chorea, and degenerative movement disorders. Bielschowsky's further work on Traumatic Regeneration Processes in the Central Nerve Fibres (1909) [2] emerged from well-defined and encapsulated research in the traditional departments of anatomy, biology, and pathology. Psychiatrists, neurologists, and clinical pathologists, however, now all began to use the new staining methods, even though they worked in quite different experimental settings and, of course, with different research objects according to the respective laboratory traditions. Yet the common denominator of all these endeavours was their interest in analysing clinical phenomena in human patients in what they considered as adequate laboratory models [9] . Bielschowsky had provided an important foundation for this new neurohistological research direction with the invention of his derivative silver staining technique (1902/ 1904)-which still bears his eponym-representing catalytic ''nuclei'' particularly in degenerative neurons with, for example, the neurofibrillary tangles and senile plaques in Alzheimer's disease. During the Weimar period, numerous publications from Bielschowsky's neuropathology department, devoted to the contemporary problems of neuronal de-and regeneration, nerve trauma, and the treatment of nerve lesions, appeared in the leading medical journals. They underlined Bielschowsky's enormous anatomical productivity and contributions to the ongoing discourses on ''nervous trauma'' at the time. However, his personal wish to make inroads into the clinical discussions and transform pathophysiological views on the psychological and somatic influences on the de-and regenerative capacities of the central nervous system remained rather limited.
